[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Standards and skills matrices for the classroom activities





Background material and step-by-step instruction for the educator





Student pages





Interdisciplinary activities











If you go into the country, far from city lights, you can see about 3.000 stars on a clear night.  If your eyes were bigger, you could see many more stars.  With a pair of binoculars, an optical device that effectively enlarges the pupil of your eye by about 30 times, the number of stars you can see increases to the tens of thousands.  With a medium-sized telescope with a light-collecting mirror 30 centimeters in diameter, you can see hundreds of thousands of stars.  With a large observatory telescope, millions of stars become visible.  





The "Space Based Astronomy" Curriculum Guide uses hand-on activities to help students and teachers understand the significance of space-based astronomy - astronomical observations made from outer space.  A variety of additional curriculum materials are also available for educators: Hands-on activities exploring constellations, myths and legends, star life cycle, comets, and meteorites are just a few examples.  





   Additional resources for Astronomy education:








Educational Briefs and Fact Sheets





Literature integration, myths, legends, and fiction





Posters and lithographs





Internet resources





Physics of light/wavelength
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