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MARS, THE RED PLANET, has not always had its name.  When the Babylonians wrote about Mars 3,600 years ago, it was referred to as one of the five "stars that wandered."  In later years, the ancient Greeks called the Red Planet "Ares" after their god of war.  When the Romans conquered Greece, they changed the name to their god of war, "Mars".


Of all the planets in our Solar System, we have found Mars to be the most Earth-like.  Over the years, scientific data has been collected to bring us closer to knowing the true nature of the Red Planet and whether or not life as we know it could have existed there.  This October the Mars Odyssey spacecraft will arrive to orbit Mars and collect more data. The information from this project will undoubtedly make the distant planet even more understood.


A collection of NASA curriculum materials is available to provide hands-on classroom activities.  The "Destination Mars" activity packet is designed to increase students' knowledge, awareness, and curiosity about the process of scientific exploration of Mars.





   Additional resources for Mars education:





Mars VE CD-ROM (virtual exploration)





Educational Briefs and Fact Sheets





Posters and lithographs





Mars Odyssey Activity guide (CD-ROM)





Internet resources





Geology and Geography


	








NASA IV&V


ERC


100 University Dr.


Fairmont, WV 26554


304-367-8436





DESTINATION:MARS


Hands-on Activities for the 


5-12 Classroom





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





Educational Programs





Educators





Grades 5-12








_1060677066

