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Standards and skills matrices for the classroom activities





Background material and step-by-step instruction for the educator





Student pages





Interdisciplinary activities











Most of us have no idea how far the Moon really is from Earth, or how high the International Space Station orbits.  Vertical distances don't play a big role in most of our lives.  People like skydivers, scuba divers, pilots, and mountain climbers have reason to be familiar with vertical distances.  For the rest of us, measuring vertical distances, or altitudes, is not part of our daily experience.  Creating different types of models of these altitudes begins to make the unfamiliar more understandable.  Distances become easier to grasp when compared to something familiar, like the layers of the atmosphere.  





The activities in the NASA "How High Is It?" guide focus on mathematics.  However, these aircraft, spacecraft, and satellite data may also be used in science or technology classes.








   Additional resources for Scale Model education





Educational Briefs and Fact Sheets





Posters and lithographs





Classroom activities





Internet resources





Paper models
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