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Standards and skills matrices for the classroom activities


Background material and step-by-step instruction for the educator


Student pages


Interdisciplinary activities











As opportunities for extended space flight have become available, microgravity research in physical and biological sciences has grown in importance.  Using the Space Shuttle and the International Space Station, scientists are able to add long-term control of gravity's effects to the short list of variables they are to manipulate in their experiments.  Although most people are aware of the floating effects of orbiting spacecraft, few understand what causes microgravity or how it can be utilized for research.





The purpose of the "Microgravity" curriculum supplement guide is to define and explain microgravity and show how microgravity can help us learn about the phenomena of our world.  The guide first provides teachers of science, mathematics, and technology at many levels with a foundation in microgravity science and applications.  Following the background information are classroom activities that enable students to experiment with the forces and processes microgravity scientists are investigating today.  Activities include objectives, materials and tools lists, management suggestions, assessment ideas, extensions, instructions, and student readers.





   Additional resources for Microgravity education:








Educational Briefs and Fact Sheets





Video tapes with curriculum guides





Literature integration





Posters and lithographs





Internet resources
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